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In order for Clifford Stohl to catch his hacker, he needed unrestricted access to all information on the computers and networks at his laboratory.  

In order to secure and stabilize the network, the Stonehill information technology department has unrestricted access to all information on the computers and networks at the college.  Although the department cannot look at files on your personal computer, the department can monitor any network traffic that you generate (emails, instant messenger, web access, etc.), and the department can access your personal files on any school computer.

If you don’t believe me, check out this excerpt from the Stonehill’s Information Technology Network Use Policy (http://www.stonehill.edu/info_services/pdf/NetworkUsePolicy.pdf):

In cases of suspected violations of network use policies, especially unauthorized access to Stonehill College systems, the Information Technology management may authorize detailed session logging. This may involve a complete keystroke log of an entire session. In addition, the Chief Information Officer may authorize limited searching of user files to gather evidence on a suspected violation 

You agreed to abide by this policy each time you use Stonehill’s computers and networks.

Using the material from the Cuckoo’s Egg, the Stonehill College Network Use Policy, the Holt Handbook (Chapter 9), and your own experience, write a two to three page argumentative essay that takes a position on the following thesis statement:

A college information technology department must have unrestricted access to a student’s network traffic, email, and personal computer files.
.
