Assignment 0
CS325 Database Management Systems

Problem One:

You are designing a medical records management application.  Your co-workers aren’t too keen about the idea of using a commercial database management system (DBMS).  “Seems like a lot of smoke and mirrors! And besides it will be a lot of extra work!  We should just write the whole thing from scratch!”  Pretend that this is your first job and you’ve only been working at the company for a short period of time.   Your boss doesn’t know you very well and neither do your co-workers. Write a convincing professional memo to your boss explaining the benefits of using a DBMS for the medical application.
Want to know how to write a professional memo?  Here’s a good resource: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/590/1/
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY: Please be meticulous in writing your memo.  You should also have a writing expert take a look at and edit the memo.  Many computer science students think that writing is not an important skill... but it is very important to your future professional careers.  The average on this memo in the past has been about a 50/100 because students did not spend enough time editing the memo.

Common errors include:

· unprofessional formatting
· inconsistent use of terminology (software, application, system all mean the same thing so use just one of these terms)
· making statements without support (a database is critical to our application... without explaining WHY the database is critical to the application)
· editorializing (this is really really super important... you don't need to say this because if you write well your writing will make the case for you)
· unclear meaning (a database is powerful... what does powerful mean?)
· conclusion bloat (using the conclusion as a dumping ground for new ideas that you didn't explain in the main body of the memo)

Good luck and good writing!

Problem Two:

a) What is the name of your final project team?

b) Who is on your team?

c) What is your final project?

